Lewiston
City of Lewiston
P.O. Box 617, Lewiston, ID 83501
Ph: (208) 746 3671

Founded in 1861 in the wake of the
gold rush, Lewiston became the
capital of the Idaho Territory in 1863
before it was moved to Boise in 1864.

LEWISTON …. IDAHO’S ONLY SEAPORT

The City of Lewiston, Idaho, lies on the western central border of Idaho, approximately
270 miles north of Boise, Idaho, and 110 miles south of Spokane, Washington. Bordering Idaho approximately 240 miles is Canada with Montana, Oregon, Utah, Wyoming
and Nevada next neighboring States. Lewiston is in the county of Nez Perce and supports a market and trade area of approximately 180,000 people in the surrounding
area. Lewiston serves as a hub and destination point for the central Pacific Northwest
with an excellent recreational climate and agricultural growing season.

The Lewiston metropolitan area is called the Lewis-Clark Valley, named after Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, the explorers who were authorized by President Thomas Jefferson to explore, scout, survey, map and meet the Native American Tribes.
The President also wanted the explorers to find a direct waterway to the West Coast
and Pacific Ocean so westward expansion and commerce would be easier to achieve in
the years to come; hence Lewiston’s port being the furthest inland seaport to support
and serve commerce and agriculture in the Pacific Northwest.

COMMERCE

Now over 150 years later with a population of 60,000 +
for the metropolitan statistical area (MSA), which includes the cities of Clarkston, Asotin – Washington
and Lewiston – Idaho, the area has grown into what it
is today. This community is thriving and supports
manufacturing, retail, healthcare, education, and agricultural sectors. Expansion is occurring in clothing,
retail, ammunition and engineering clusters.

Manufacturing
Manufacturing plays an important part in the Lewiston
community with Clearwater Paper Corporation, ATKCCI/Speer (A fortune 500 business), Howell Machine
Inc, Alpine Archery and newly expanded Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories all supporting the local and MSA labor force. These and our other 1,811 manufacturers in the
MSA area have all held their own in this current economy with most of them experiencing growth. Snake River Boat Builders Association, developed in 2010 to encourage
local boat builders to move into exporting, is producing the desired outcome for our
local boat builders; they are showing signs of increased orders while attaining their CE
marks to sell into Europe.

Retail
Retail has seen an increase in sales
across the board with most outlets experiencing gains. The newly added
TJ Maxx, opening in April 2012, will
complement a strong retail hub to support Lewiston’s growth and surrounding MSA communities.

Healthcare
Healthcare is supported by St. Joseph Regional Medical Center, Tri State Memorial
Hospital, Valley Medical Center and Regence BlueShield of Idaho. All are large employers providing a full range of healthcare and health insurance services.

TRANSPORTATION
All modes of travel are available in Lewiston - air, river, rail and roadway— supporting
commercial and recreational activities.

Air
The Lewiston-Nez Perce County Regional Airport is run by the Nez Perce County Regional Airport Authority, newly created and managed by five board members with William V. McCann, Jr., as Chairman with a staff of five. The FAA contract to Serco for air
traffic control and TSA provides security. The Lewiston-Nez Perce County Regional
Airport has a full service terminal, dual runway system and all weather navigational
aids and air cargo operations. The airport offers frequent direct flights to and from
Boise and Seattle via Alaska Airlines with Delta servicing the daily Salt Lake City route.

With grant dollars ,the City and County invested in the south side expansion of the airport. This is now fully underway with the taxiway/apron project going out to bid February 2012. The expansion of the south side opens up the airport area to aviation firms
wishing to expand in the northwest corridor to support their customers or grow their
business operations. The area lends itself to industrial aviation, commercial aviation,
and governmental agencies which require airfield support and specialized contract
flight services. Three businesses that started and have grown over time are Hillcrest
Aviation Inc., Stout Flying Services Inc. and Life Flight Network. Hillcrest and Stout
have been resident tenants for over 40 years.

There are excellent flight recreation options for budding pilots, ranging from leasing
hanger space to using the runway for trips to the area for those out of town. Excellent
flying courses are available to those wishing to learn or brush up on new skills all
within the airport grounds.

River
With the completion of the Lower Granite Dam in 1975, Lewiston became the furthest
inland seaport in all of the Pacific Northwest. Between the ocean and the Port of
Lewiston there are eight dams and locks that can accommodate barges with draft up to
14 feet and load capacities of 12,000 tons. These barges provide Lewiston’s commercial and agricultural sectors the means to move large shipments of cargo to and from
the ocean ports of the world. Generally, cargo is pulp/lumber for the Clearwater Paper
Mill or grain shipments from our local agricultural sector. In plan is a dock extension
providing higher levels of usage and allowing longer barges to dock and load/unload
their cargo.

Clearwater River near Greer Ferry

Clearwater River near Orofino

Road
Highway travel into and from Lewiston is via U.S. Highways 95 and 12, which serve
north-south and east-west routes, respectively. Truck lines operating from terminals in
Lewiston provide overnight freight service to all major northwest inland cites. Swift
Transportation provides regional truckload carrier services for building materials, paper products, retail merchandise, foods and beverages through the USA and employs
approximately 400 people.
Rail
Rail freight main line service is provided by Great Northwest Railroad, with connections to both Union Pacific and Burlington Northern, through the Port of Lewiston.

Education
Schools
The Lewiston Independent School District #1 provides public education to about
4,800 children per year (2011-12) with seven elementary schools, two junior high
schools. These educational institutions provide education from kindergarten through
high school.
Colleges
Lewis-Clark State College campus occupies 46 acres on historic Normal Hill at the
confluence of the scenic Snake and Clearwater Rivers in Lewiston. It is an accredited
four year institution offering undergraduate programs in the liberal arts and sciences,
as well as professional and technology. Student registrations in the fall term of 2011
were 4,693, representing more than 30 states and 34 foreign countries.

Lewis-Clark State College

Walla Walla Community College

Walla Walla Community College has rapidly grown from 850 students in 1967 to a present annual enrollment of over 13,000. Beautifully located on approximately 100
acres, the Walla Walla campus has become an educational and cultural center for
Southeastern Washington. Extending its facilities and programs throughout its fourcounty district, Walla Walla Community College's Clarkston Center, located in Clarkston, Washington, is the hub of educational activity in Asotin and Garfield counties.
Universities
University of Idaho, Moscow, and the Washington State University (WSU), Pullman,
are both within 40 miles of Lewiston offering state of the art facilities, research projects and some of the brightest young minds and entrepreneurs. University of Idaho
spring semester enrollment registered 11, 710 students, up 2% from the previous
spring semester.
Washington State University, Pullman, enrollment registered
19,255. WSU is among the nation’s top 60 public research universities, according to
the U.S. News and World Report 2011 rankings (published 2010).

Recreation & Tourism

Lewis-Clark State College Center for Arts and History is located in the heart of historic
downtown Lewiston. The 12,000 square foot building was built in 1884 as the Vollmer
Great Bargain Store and is on the National Register of Historic Places. The building
was donated to the Lewis-Clark State College Foundation and, since opening in 1991,
has received and welcomed visitors from all fifty states and all over the world.

You can take walking tours of downtown Lewiston and learn about our historical heritage, view our murals done by local artists and find 22 landmarks/historical buildings
on a walking tour at your own pace with a map that provides details on each building
listed.

We sprang up as a rag town and commercial hub to serve good mining camps further
inland. Men looking for riches in the mining camps could travel to Lewiston by stage
coach or stern wheeler and then proceed by pack trains of men, horses and mules. A
stern wheeler is still seen on the river to this day in the summer months, with visitors
enjoying the local events that take place.

Epilogue

The City of Lewiston is proud to be a destination for people of all ages
seeking a unique combination of scenic, cultural and tourist attractions.
Our City opens its doors to all that wish to join and participate in
building a safe and secure community, whether you are relocating or
visiting.

For further information contact:
Jacqui Gilbert
Regional Initiatives Planner
Email: jgilbert@cityoflewiston.org Ph:(208) 746 1318
Website: www.cityoflewiston.org
Follow us on:
Twitter @LewistonCity , Blog www.lewistonblog.com

Idaho/Lewiston
Factsheet
Here are a few statistics on why Idaho/Lewiston consistently receives the nod from the business and financial community
as a state/city where business thrives:


Idaho is ranked 9th in the nation of top states for business by Forbes and 10th for our economic climate! Boise, our
capital city, is ranked the 9th best city in the nation for business and careers.



Rated number two in Patents issued Per Capita.



Second lowest energy costs in the Nation.



Rated number seven for Renewable Energy Source Electricity Generation.



Idaho is ranked 13th nationally in wind potential (up to 346.5 MW) and 24th in existing wind farms, totaling 163.5
MW. Most wind farms sell their power to the Idaho Power Company.



Predictable tax and regulatory policies.



Lowest crime rate in the Western United States.



Best overall change in the Poverty Rate .



Best vacation value.



Low business costs.



29 Community airports owned by a local entity such as a city or municipality in Idaho. One in Lewiston – Nez Perce



One inland seaport: Port of Lewiston—accommodate barges with draft up to 14 feet and load capacities of 12,000
tons.



Lewiston Population:

31,894 (2010)



Lewiston Population Per Sq. Mile:

1,851.0 (2010)



Lewiston a major hub of nine counties:

180,000 (population)



Lewiston MSA Population:

60,000 + (includes Lewiston & Clarkston)



Lewiston Median age:

39.9 (2010)



Lewiston Median Household Income:

$42,746 (2010)



Lewiston Unemployment rate:

7.2% (November, 2011)



Lewiston Median House Price:

$105,800



Educational Level: Bachelors +:

18.9%



High School +:

85.5%

For more local information contact:
Jacqui Gilbert
Regional Initiatives Planner
Email: jgilbert@cityoflewiston.org Ph: (208) 746 1318 ext. 261
Follow us on :
Twitter @LewistonCity, Blog www.lewistonblog.com

