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I. Introduction
Wayfinding is an organized system of signs or other visual cues used to convey location and direction to travelers. Wayfinding signs raise awareness of points of interest, and assist travelers in navigating to these points.

Project History and Need
Lewiston and Clarkston attract many tourists, as well as highway passers-by. Getting visitors to
stay longer, or even stop in the first place, is an important priority if the towns seek to capture
more of the tourism market. Well-designed wayfinding signs can contribute significantly to
this goal by informing tourists about the presence and location of local attractions, and by
welcoming visitors to stop and explore. Therefore, improved wayfinding signage is not just for
the benefit of the visitor, but is also an investment in your towns’ future.

Study Area
This Wayfinding Plan focuses primarily on U.S. Highway 12 through the Lewiston and
Clarkston communities, and the attractions and destinations that visitors may wish to find
when traveling that route. Wayfinding for visitors entering from the south on Highway 129
or Snake River Avenue is also considered. Other opportunities for wayfinding exist. This
plan provides a framework for design and implementation of a recognizable wayfinding
system that can be expanded to other parts of town.

In the tourism industry there exists the “Four-Times Rule”, which proposes that if a community
has enough to offer to keep visitors busy for four-times longer than it took them to travel
to the community, then those visitors will stop or stay. Improved wayfinding signage can
be instrumental in “marketing” the assets of the Lewis-Clark Valley, drawing attention to
attractions of which visitors may not otherwise be aware. In this way, visitors can be expected
to remain longer, visiting more of your area, and contributing more to your local economy.
It is easy to recognize the need for better wayfinding in Lewiston and Clarkston. Numerous
studies and documents prepared over the last ten years have identified this need in both
communities. Among the most comprehensive of these is the First Impressions Tourism
Assessment and Recommendations by Destination Development (Brooks, 2002). The
difficult part is getting improvements made in a holistic manner. Within the Lewis-Clark
Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (LSVMPO) geographic area there are multiple
jurisdictions, agencies, institutions, and destinations all putting up signs resulting in confusion
and clutter rather than a cohesive invitation to explore your community.
The purpose of this plan is to provide a broad overview of existing wayfinding signs within
the study area and to prepare the way for implementation of improved wayfinding signage.
Wayfinding that is both understandable and easily recognizable so that the out-of-town
traveler receives a consistent message from consistent-looking signs. General design
principals are discussed, site-specific examples are provided, and next-steps are explored.

Vicinity Map
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Guiding Principals
“Wayfinding” refers to techniques used by travelers to find desired routes or destinations. A
Wayfinding Plan provides an organized set of visual cues that guides travelers along the way.
This might include signs, banners, maps, kiosks, architecture, landscaping, and other street
amenities that are uniformly recognizable as a designated route to follow. Wayfinding signs
can take several different forms:
h Guide Signs – Green and white signs are used to provide direction,
place names, and distance to towns and destinations.

h Route Signs – White and black signs are used to identify national,
state, and local route numbers.

h Community Wayfinding Signs - Architectural signs
are used to direct visitors to key points of interest
within a community. These signs can be customized
to reflect local character and architectural style.

A comprehensive system of standard highway signing, combined with community wayfinding
signs, tends to provide the best results for visitors navigating their way through an unfamiliar
area. Community wayfinding signs should complement, not duplicate, the standard highway
signing.
Wayfinding is an opportunity to enhance the overall attractiveness and visitor appeal of an
area. A wayfinding system should enable people to safely and conveniently locate and access
key features, facilities, parking areas, and attractions.

Goals and Objectives
h Recreational Signs – Brown and white signs are used to identify
points of historic interest or recreational value.

h Symbols – Symbols are used as a consistent, recognizable standard
for direction to common destinations, such as airports, hospitals (H),
and parking (P).

The goals and objectives for the Lewiston-Clarkston Wayfinding Plan are to:

>
>
>
>
>
>
>

Increase tourist attractiveness
Provide clear direction for the visitor
Avoid or reduce sign clutter
Avoid duplication of existing signs
Address gaps in wayfinding
Identify important destinations and attractions
Provide flexibility for change
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II. Assessment
Circulation

Wayfinding Needs

Vehicle travel and circulation within the study area takes place on a series of regional and local
routes. For the purposes of wayfinding, more general signs (e.g., “Downtown”) are typically
placed further from the actual destination, along regional routes, while more specific signs are
provided as you get closer to your destination (e.g., “Museum”), typically along local circulation
routes. A list of regional and local routes within the study area along which wayfinding is
generally appropriate is provided below.

In order to determine the needs of a wayfinding system specific to the Lewis-Clark Valley,
a series of stakeholder meetings was held in November, 2010. These meetings involved
members of the Heart of Clarkston, Beautiful Downtown Lewiston, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Port of Clarkston and individual citizens. For each meeting, a presentation was
given of the goals and objectives of a wayfinding system and examples shown of wayfinding
signage from other communities. The stakeholders were solicited for their reactions and
preferences to these various signage examples and a small number of preferred signage
styles/techniques rapidly rose to the top.

A detailed analysis of existing and future traffic volumes in the study area is presented in the
Lewiston-Clarkston Downtown Circulation Plan.

Regional Circulation Routes
h
h
h
h

US Highway 12
US Highway 95
State Route 128
State Route 129

Local Circulation Routes-Clarkston
h
h
h
h
h
h
h

Bridge Street
Diagonal Street
Port Drive
5th Street
6th Street
13th Street
15th Sreet

Local Circulation Routes-Lewiston
h
h
h
h
h
h
h

Main Street
D Street
Levee Bypass
5th Street
9th Street
21st Street
Snake River Avenue

Stakeholders were then asked to brainstorm on
destinations which they felt would be valuable to
identify via a wayfinding system. For this exercise,
the stakeholders were asked to place themselves in
the shoes (or driver’s seat) of visitors coming to the
Lewiston-Clarkston Valley – what destinations do
these visitors need to have highlighted on signage?
Some of the identified destinations are already
included on existing signage, such as the airport
and the hospitals, thus there is little or no need to
duplicate them.
A listing of the suggested destinations is shown on
the next page. Not all of these are incorporated
Bridge Street (Hwy 12) in Clarkston
is an example of existing sign clutter. into the wayfinding signs illustrated in this report
because they are outside of the project area and will
be encompassed in future wayfinding efforts. Some destinations are on existing signage but
present themselves in a cluttered fashion. Therefore, it was suggested that sign clutter be
cleared up with one clean, well-designed wayfinding sign. The stakeholder groups were also
asked to identify key locations where wayfinding signs should be placed.

Assessment
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The stakeholders also discussed the concept of identifiable districts within the
area. Three districts were identified within the scope of this project: Lewiston,
Clarkston, and Riverfront - the Clarkston port area. When wayfinding is expanded
in the future, additional districts may be considered.
Following this first round of meetings, the design team took the stakeholder
group’s input and preferences into consideration and developed a draft layout
of the wayfinding sign locations. In addition, a prototype sign was developed.
This prototypical sign and its appropriate message information was inserted
into a variety of street scenes throughout the project area in order to effectively
illustrate the appearance of the proposed signage. These illustrations, together
with the plan layout, were then presented to the stakeholder groups for their
reaction and review.

Destinations
Following is a list of destinations within the study area for which wayfinding
should be provided. A correlating map can be found on page 5. Primary
destinations are shown in bold, secondary destinations in italics. This list was
developed from stakeholder group input meetings and was refined by the
design team based on the importance of the destination to out-of-town visitors.
In addition, the stakeholder groups acknowledged several seasonal or nonpermanent destinations which they felt could be identified with movable signage.
These are events which would be of interest to visitors not familiar with the area.

Destinations
Visitor Information Center
1. Riverfront District (Port of Clarkston)

Tour Boat Dock
Riverfront Parks and Trails
Antiques/Dining
Winery/Brewery
RV Resort/Marina
Lodging
2. Downtown Clarkston
Downtown Free Parking
High School
Post Office
Farmers Market
Alive After Five
Dogwood Festival
3. Walla Walla Community College
4. Asotin
Asotin County Library
Swallows Park Boat Launch
Asotin County Museum
5. Tri-State Community Hospital
6. Aquatics Center

7. Baseball Complex
8. Downtown Lewiston
Downtown Free Parking
Historic District
Nez Perce County Museum
Center for Arts and History
Farmers Market
Alive After Five
Dogwood Festival
9. Port of Lewiston
10. Lewis-Clark State College
11. St. Joseph’s Medical Center
12. Hell’s Canyon Visitor Center
13. Levee Trail
14. Snake River Ave. Boat Launch
15. Pioneer Park
16. 21st St. Businesses
17. Lewiston High School
18. Lewiston Roundup
19. Lewiston-Nez Perce Co. Airport
20. Hell’s Gate State Park
Jack O’Connor Center
Lewis and Clark Discovery Center
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13
15

Visitor Information Center

11
#

Destination (see page 4)

17

2
10

Decision Point
Downtown Business District

16

Riverfront District
(Port of Clarkston)

14

5

To Baseball
Complex

6

7

To Asotin

4

12

To Hell’s Gate
State Park
20

To Rodeo
Grounds
To Airport

18
19

Primary Destinations and Decision Points
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1-01

Existing
Wayfinding

1-18
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1-04

2-24
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2-14

1-24
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1-25

1-03

Levee Bypass

1-23

1-21

1-20
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4-01
2-19

2-15

2-18

ve

eB
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Levee Bypass

2-23

1-07

1-17
1-14

1-12

Snake River Ave

2-16 2-17

4-02

1-06

Le

1-11

1-13
Snake River Ave

Existing signage includes a wide
variety of standard highway
signs, route markers, street signs,
recreational signs, and symbols.
Highway 12 route signs are
generally well placed and clear, and
appear to have been updated in
recent years (i.e. photos 1-01, 1-02,
1-14). Recreational signing for Hell’s
Gate State Park (i.e. photo 1-04)
and the Levee Trail parking areas
are also well designed and in good
condition.

2-20 2-21

Levee Bypass

An inventory of the existing signage
along the Highway 12 corridor was
prepared to assess the needs and
gaps in the wayfinding system.
Sign locations can be found on
the map to the right and on
page 7. Correlating photos are
included in pages 8-10. This is not
a comprehensive inventory of all
signs, but includes the major signs
that contribute to wayfinding
decisions.

1-02

2-22

Existing Lewiston Wayfinding Signs
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5-01
5-02
5-05

13th St

5-06

5-03

Port Dr

Port Dr

Po

However, there is little uniformity
or continuity among the other
directional signs, which results in
considerable sign clutter. Sign sizes
are inconsistent and often present
mixed information (i.e. 1-07) or
simply too much information
(i.e. 1-12). Multiple signs placed
in close proximity lack hierarchy
of information (i.e. 2-09), and
numerous individual signs appear
to have been added over time to
address specific destinations (i.e.
1-33).
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Combined with private business
signs, billboards, utility poles,
and other visual distractions, an
unfamiliar driver can be easily
confused (i.e. 1-30).

t

2-09
2-10
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na
l

St

2-01

13th St

Existing Clarkston Wayfinding Signs
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Existing Wayfinding Signs

1-01

1-02

1-03

1-04

1-06

1-07

1-11

1-12

1-13

1-14

1-17

1-18

1-20

1-21

1-22
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Existing Wayfinding Signs (cont.)

1-23

1-24

1-25

1-29

1-30

1-31

1-33

2-01

2-03

2-04

2-09
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2-13

2-14

2-15
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Existing Wayfinding Signs (cont.)
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2-19

2-20
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2-22

2-23

2-24

4-01

4-02

5-01
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5-03

5-04

5-05

5-06
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MUTCD/Safety Standards
Regulatory, warning, and guide signs are a critical part of the transportation system and are
installed and maintained by the state or local jurisdiction. These signs are an integral part of
motorist safety and are a necessary part of any major road or highway.
h Regulatory signs are used to inform road users of select traffic laws
or regulations. These include such signs as STOP, YIELD, Speed
Limits, Parking Restrictions, No Left Turn, One-Way, and No Trucks.

The national standard for all types of signs, including community wayfinding guide signs, is
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) published by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA). This manual provides guidance on uniform sign colors, sizes, fonts,
and legends so that drivers can easily recognize the message being conveyed in the sign.
Section 2D.50 of the MUTCD provides the following restrictions and guidance for community
wayfinding guide signs:
h Community wayfinding guide signs shall not be installed on freeway or expressway
mainlines or ramps.
h Community wayfinding guide signs shall not be used to provide direction to primary
destinations (i.e., cities and towns), highway routes, or streets.

h Warning signs call attention to unexpected conditions on or adjacent to
the roadway and to conditions that might call for a reduction of speed
in the interest of safety. Examples of warning signs include windy
road, sharp bend, steep grades, narrow bridge, dead end, signal ahead,
pedestrian crossing, and lane ends.

h Guide signs direct road users along streets and
highways and inform them of intersecting routes,
direct them to cities or other important destinations,
identify nearby rivers and streams, and generally give
such information as will help them along their way in
the most simple, direct manner possible. Examples
include the name of a city at its entrance, the names
and distances to the next two or three cities ahead
on a highway, and highway route markers.

h Community wayfinding guide signs shall not be installed where adequate spacing
cannot be provided between these signs and other higher priority signs or where they
would obscure the road users’ view of other traffic control devices.
h Community wayfinding guide signs shall not be mounted overhead.
h A community wayfinding guide sign system should be established on a local municipal
level.
h If used, pedestrian wayfinding guide signs should be located to minimize their
conspicuity to vehicular traffic so as not to provide confusing information to drivers,
should be located as far from the roadway as practical (e.g., at the far edge of the
sidewalk), and should not be retroreflective.
h Color coding is sometimes used on community wayfinding guide signs to help road
users distinguish between different neighborhoods or subareas within a community
or area.

Assessment 11
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h Community wayfinding guide signs may use background colors other than green in
order to provide a color identification for the wayfinding destinations. Colors used for
standard highway signs (red, orange, yellow, purple, fluorescent yellow-green, and
fluorescent pink) shall not be used as background colors for community wayfinding
guide signs.
h All portions of community wayfinding guide signs shall be retroreflective.
h Community wayfinding guide signs, exclusive of any identification enhancement marker
used, should be rectangular in shape, as shown in the figure on the right.
h Community wayfinding guide signs should be limited to three destinations per sign.*
h Abbreviations should be kept to a minimum, and should include only those that are
commonly recognized and understood.

submittal of a ROW Use Permit Application for each specific location. ITD typically does not
provide directional signage to specific in-town destinations (i.e., museum, city hall, etc.) from
the highway.
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) will also typically approve
signs only on a case by case basis. They sign destinations from the nearest interchange or
intersection. The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) and the Washington Administrative
Code (WAC) govern off-premises advertising (RCW 47.42 and WAC 468-66) and Motorist
Information Signing (RCW 47.36 and WAC 468-70).
Discussions were also held with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regarding wayfinding signs
on Corps property. The Corps was receptive to the idea and did not foresee major obstacles
to implementation of specific signs as necessary. A memorandum of understanding, or
some similar agreement, would be needed to allow signs to be placed.

The Idaho and Washington Departments of Transportation have jurisdiction over signs placed
in their rights-of-way.
The Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) has not yet adopted the 2009 version of the
MUTCD and is currently working under the guidance of the 2003 version, which does not
include a section on community wayfinding guide signs. ITD anticipates adopting the 2009
version, with exceptions, during the 2011 legislative session.
ITD controls and installs all signs within their right-of-way (ROW). Their policy is for all guide
signs to be the typical white legend on green background, for consistency throughout the
state. To install a wayfinding sign within the ITD ROW would require coordination with ITD and
*This is guidance, not a requirement. Many of the examples illustrated in this report for the Lewiston and Clarkston
districts show four destinations. This is considered acceptable due to low traffic speeds, the number of locations to be
identified, and the desire to minimize the number of signs. The signs in the Riverfront district include more than four
destinations per sign. This simply replicates the existing signs. The Port of Clarkston may wish to reconsider the level of
detail provided on these signs.

Sample Rectangular Community
Wayfinding Guide Sign with
Identification Enhancement Marker
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III. Recommendations
Wayfinding recommendations are divided into three primary districts: Downtown Clarkston, the
Riverfront District (within the Port of Clarkston) and Downtown Lewiston. Each area has its own
distinct, recognizable color scheme and logo. It is envisioned that in the future, wayfinding could
be expanded to include additional districts within the Metropolitan Planning Area.
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Pedestrian wayfinding is recommended at trail entry points and junctions with other trail
systems. These signs should provide directions and distances to destinations that can be easily
accessed by walking (typically 1/4 mile radius) or by bike (1 to 2 mile radius). Trail signs can be
integrated with kiosks, maps, and other pedestrian wayfinding signs to create a self-guided
walking tour once visitors leave their cars and begin to explore on foot. Key trail wayfinding
points are shown on the following maps (B-1, B-2, etc.)

R-5

C-2

.
Dr

The wayfinding signage in the Riverfront District follows the signage information and locations
on the Port area’s existing signage. Their signs are accurate and relatively new. Thus, this
plan’s recommendation is primarily to change out the design style to correspond with the
design guidelines of this plan.

R-4

C-4
rt

For visitors arriving at Clarkston from either the west by the Clarkston Golf & Country Club or
from the east, crossing over the Interstate Bridge from Lewiston, the intent of the wayfinding
system is to provide a series of easily-recognizable and cohesive signs which provide direction
to primary vehicular destinations. For example, Sign C-1 indicates the Aquatic Center towards
the south, Visitor Info straight ahead, as well as two other destinations. Similarly, a visitor
arriving from the south would see Sign C-10 indicating Downtown Clarkston and Visitor Info
straight ahead. Recommended sign legends are shown on the following pages.

R-6

Port Dr.

Port Dr.

Po

For Downtown Clarkston, proposed wayfinding signs are arranged along Bridge Street (Hwy.
12) and Sixth Street (SR 129). The wayfinding system is framed at the three major entrance
points to this district with Gateway Signage (G-1, G-2 and G-3). G-2 is an existing gateway sign.
The other two proposed signs take their design inspiration from this existing sign.

R-2
13th St

R-1

To maximize effectiveness, installation of new wayfinding signs should be combined with efforts
to consolidate or eliminate existing signs to reduce clutter and provide a clearer message.

Clarkston

B-2

R-3

Recommended Wayfinding Signs
C-10
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Recommended Wayfinding - Clarkston District

Visitor Info

Aquatic
Center

Visitor Info

Aquatic
Center

Visitor Info

Downtown
Clarkston

Baseball
Complex

Downtown
Clarkston

Baseball
Complex

Riverfront
District

Riverfront
District

Riverfront
District

Downtown
Clarkston

Aquatic
Center

(next left)

Baseball
Complex

High School

C-1

C-2

C-3

C-4

C-5

Visitor Info

Riverfront
District

Hells Canyon
Visitor Center

Visitor Info

Visitor Info

Downtown
Clarkston

Port of
Clarkston

Library

Library

Downtown
Clarkston

Hells Canyon
Visitor Center

Downtown
Clarkston

Free Parking

Free Parking

Riverfront
District

Visitor Info

High School

Riverfront
District

(3 mi.)

C-6

C-7

C-8

C-9

C-10
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Recommended Wayfinding - Riverfront District

Riverfront
Park & Trail

Tour Docks

Tour Docks

Riverfront
Park & Trail

Riverfront
Park & Trail

Lodging/RV Resort

Lodging/RV Resort

Winery/Brewery

Winery/Brewery

Boat Launch

Boat Launch

Winery/Brewery

Antiques/Dining

Antiques/Dining

Community Garden

Port of Clarkston

Port of Clarkston

Port of Clarkston

Lodging
Boat Launch

Riverfront
Park & Trail

RV Resort/Marina

City Center

Tour Docks

Tour Docks

Visitor Info

Antiques/Dining
Lodging

R-1: Facing West/East

Riverfront
Attractions

RV Resort

City Center

Antiques/Dining

Visitor Info

Port of Clarkston

Tour Docks

Tour Docks

Riverfront
Park & Trail

Riverfront
Park & Trail

Antiques/Dining
Winery/Brewery
RV Resort/Marina

Port of Clarkston

R-4

R-5

Port of Clarkston

R-2

Community Garden

Port of Clarkston

Antiques/Dining

RV Resort/Marina

R-1: Facing South

Riverfront
Attractions

Golf Facility

R-3

Antiques/Dining
Winery/Brewery
Community Garden

Golf Facility

Golf Facility

Port of Clarkston

Port of Clarkston

R-6: Facing East/West
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Lewiston
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Snake River Ave.

Snake River Ave.

Levee Bypass

G-7
L-13
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B-6

River
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Recommended Wayfinding Signs

Snake

Snake River Ave.

For visitors arriving at Lewiston from either the north by the Rose
Garden or at the west end, crossing over the Interstate Bridge from
Clarkston, the intent of the wayfinding system is to provide a series of
easily-recognizable and cohesive signs which would provide direction
to primary vehicular destinations. For example, Signs L-2 and L-4
indicate the Center for Arts & History and Lewis and Clark State College
towards the south, as well as two other destinations. Similarly, a visitor
driving south on Snake River Avenue would see Sign L-14 indicating
Hells Gate State Park and the Jack O’Connor Center straight ahead.
Recommended sign legends are shown on the following pages.

B-4

Levee Bypass

For Downtown Lewiston, proposed wayfinding signs are arranged
along Highway 12 (the levee bypass road), Main Street and Snake
River Avenue. The wayfinding system is framed at two major entrance
points to Lewiston with Gateway Signage (G-4 and G-6 on the map).
G-4 is an existing gateway sign. Recommended Gateway Signs also will
announce the arrival to the historic downtown Lewiston area. (G-5 and
G-7 on the map.) All of the proposed signs take their design inspiration
from the existing sign at the west entrance to the downtown.

L-14
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Recommended Wayfinding - Lewiston District

Historic
Downtown District

Nez Perce
County Museum

Historic
Downtown District

Nez Perce
County Museum

Historic
Downtown District

Lewis-Clark
State College

Center for
Arts & History

Nez Perce
County Museum

Free Parking

Nez Perce
County Museum

Levee Trails

Free Parking

Center for
Arts & History

Center for
Arts & History

Center for
Arts & History

Lewiston
Round-Up

Lewis-Clark
State College

Lewis-Clark
State College

Lewis-Clark
State College

Lewis-Clark
State College

L-1

L-0

L-2

L-3

L-4

Nez Perce
County Museum

Historic
Downtown District

Historic
Downtown District

Historic
Downtown District

Historic
Downtown District

Center for
Arts & History

Nez Perce
County Museum

Lewis-Clark
State College

Lewis-Clark
State College

Lewis-Clark
State College

Free Parking

Center for
Arts & History

Levee Trails

Levee Trails

Levee Trails

Lewiston
Round-Up

Lewiston
Round-Up

Pioneer Park

L-5

L-6

L-7

L-8

L-9
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Recommended Wayfinding - Lewiston District (cont.)

Lewiston
Port District

Historic
Downtown District

Hells Gate
State Park

Historic
Downtown District

Hells Gate
State Park

Lewiston
Round-Up

Nez Perce
County Museum

Jack O’Connor
Center

Nez Perce
County Museum

Jack O’Connor
Center

Center for
Arts & History

Boat Launch

Center for
Arts & History

Lewiston
Round-Up

Lewis-Clark
State College

Lewis-Clark
State College

L-10

L-11

L-12

L-13

L-14

Pioneer Park
Lewis-Clark
State College
Free Parking

L-15
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Transit Stops

Reducing Sign Clutter

Wayfinding can also be provided at transit stops to assist residents and tourists who choose
to use public transportation. Signs would be placed at major stops in the beginning, with
the program later expanded to include other less-used stops if deemed appropriate. Signs
at transit stops would be pedestrian scale, but would still adhere to the colors, fonts, and
messages used on other wayfinding signs. Simple rectangular signs without the top and
bottom curved portions could be considered to reduce costs and space requirements. The
map below illustrates the major transit stops within the project area. Signs at transit stops
outside the project area can be added in the future when wayfinding programs are developed
in additional districts.

In addition to introducing new signs, one of the primary goals of the wayfinding sign
implementation program should be to reduce sign clutter. Sign clutter is a proliferation
of roadside signs leading to visual clutter. The result is often confusion, as signs get lost
amongst each other and no message stands out. All types of signs can contribute to sign
clutter, including commercial signs, street signs, and wayfinding signs. New wayfinding signs
can help reduce sign clutter by consolidating several signs into one.

T Transit Stop

Existing examples of sign clutter in the project area include images 1-30, 1-33, and 2-09 on
page 9. As one example of how this can be addressed, this report suggests replacing some
of the existing signs from image 2-09 with the single wayfinding sign illustrated in C-5 as
shown on page 22.
Proposed wayfinding sign L-2 on page 23 is another good example. This single sign
replaces two existing signs (images 2-20 and 2-21 on page 10). Other locations where
sign consolidation can be achieved include the service club signs near 5th Street and
SR 129 in Clarkston, westbound on Bridge Street at 6th Street, and westbound on the
Levee Bypass at 5th Street in Lewiston.
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IV. Design Guidelines
The proposed wayfinding system for the Lewis-Clark Valley has a hierarchy of sign types:
gateways, primary vehicular destinations and secondary pedestrian destinations. Each sign
type serves a particular purpose. In combination, they serve to accomplish the goals of
wayfinding.
The gateways are located at the primary entry points to the cities. They announce to the visitor
in a clear and welcoming fashion that you are now entering Clarkston or Lewiston. The need
for these gateways is doubly important as these two cities are also entrance points for the
states of Washington and Idaho. Currently, there are recently-constructed gateway signs at
opposite ends of the Interstate Bridge which evoke a recognizable character and style for each
city. These gateway signs served as the inspiration for the proposed additional gateway signs.
For Clarkston, the existing gateway sign is framed and
supported by an informal cluster of columnar basalt
rock. As this basalt rock forms the underlying geology
of the region and as the columns are locally quarried,
there is solid contextual connections and rationale for
utilizing these features. The proposed signs would
need to be designed in a site-specific manner to
achieve the correct scale and site placement.
The existing gateway sign for Lewiston draws
its inspiration from basalt towers which were
constructed a century ago at what was then the
south border of Lewiston. The concrete capped
towers display eye-pleasing forms which flank the
sign portion of the gateway. This existing gateway
sign at the far west end of Main Street will serve as
the prototype for the proposed additional gateway
signs.

The primary vehicular destination signs recommended for
placement throughout the project area are identical in design
shape, size and layout. The colors will, however, be altered to
establish a recognizable brand for each district. Thus, there
will be a readily identifiable appearance for all the wayfinding
signs in the valley, yet the visitor may perceive a subtle change
when entering a new district. The Clarkston District will have a
rich scarlet-crimson which matches the high school color. The
Riverfront District currently has a series of wayfinding signs
utilizing a deeply-saturated blue. This color theme will carry
through to the new signs within that district. The recommended
color for the Lewiston District is a fresh turquoise-blue, which
drew its inspiration from the Beautiful Downtown Lewiston logo.
These signs are designed to comply with the standards of Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) with regards to font
size and style. The sign dimensions are 48 inches wide by 60
inches tall, with the top and bottom rounded in a graceful arc.
The signs are thus all of a standard dimension which will provide
cost efficiencies in the fabrication process. The information
portions of the sign are actually interchangeable plates, bolted
or riveted to the back portion. These plates are white with black
font (6 inches or 150mm high) and black directional arrows.
Research has shown that utilizing upper and lower case letters for
this type of signage makes the legibility easier and the appearance
more welcoming. Another advantage of this system is that it
allows for the changing-out of the individual plates when changes
are necessitated.
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One recommendation which came out of the stakeholder sessions was the desire to use the
wayfinding signs to notify visitors of temporary seasonal events. Examples of these include the
Farmer’s Markets, Dogwood Festival and Lewiston Round-Up. The design solution for this is
to incorporate a sleeve-type holder for the lower plate on selected signs which would allow a
temporary information plate to be slid in and out, not unlike an engraved nameplate on office
doors.
The secondary pedestrian destination signs are
recommended to be located along the bike path/greenbelt
system. The Army Corps of Engineers is receptive to this
arrangement provided that costs associated with the
signage would be borne by others. For visual continuity,
these signs are identical in appearance to the vehicular signs.
They are, however, scaled down in size, being 36 inches
wide by 60 inches tall. The font size on these signs could be
reduced due to reduced speeds of the readers. They would
only carry three information plates, instead of the four used
on the vehicular signs.
It is necessary that all components utilized on all the
wayfinding signs be of high quality, time-proven durability
and evoke a sense of community pride. The signs should
be constructed of metal complying with transportation
department standards. It is recommended that the signs be mounted on existing light poles,
where appropriate. This could be the case in the downtown areas of Lewiston and Clarkston.
Where a free-standing pole is necessitated, it is recommended using a fluted-style pole of the
character indicated in the prototype images, which are presented in the following section.
Break-away mounting bolts would be necessary along the highways.

Concepts Images
This section illustrates how
the prototype gateway and
wayfinding signs would look
in the context of the roadside
environment in which they
would be placed.
Refer to the maps on pages 13
and 16 for locations.

P-2
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Select Clarkston Concept Images

C-9: West Side of 6th Street by Valley Art Center

C-5: South Side of Bridge Street, West of 6th Street
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Select Lewiston Concept Images

L-3: West Side of 5th Street,
South of Railroad Tracks

L-1: North Side of Main Street,
West of 3rd Street

L-2: South Side of Highway 12,
West of 5th Street

B-4: Levee Bike Path,
North of 5th Street Pedestrian Bridge

L-12: West Side of Snake River Avenue,
North of 11th Avenue
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Select Gateway Concept Images

G-4: Existing Sign Entering Lewiston from the West
G-1: Proposed Sign West of Clarkston

G-3: Proposed Sign Entering Clarkston from the South

G-6: Proposed Sign Entering Lewiston from the North
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V. Implementation
Next Steps
Recommended
Priorities
Lewiston
h US Hwy 12 from Memorial
Bridge to 18th Street
h Levee Bypass at 5th Street
h Levee Bypass at D Street
h Snake River Ave at Southway
Bridge

Clarkston
h Bridge Street from 6th Street
to Diagonal Street
h Bridge Street from Golf
Course to 13th Street
h US 129 at Southway Bridge

This Wayfinding Plan provides a framework for improving wayfinding in the Lewiston-Clarkston area.
Implementing a comprehensive wayfinding system will require additional steps, and may be necessary to
accomplish in several phases over time.

Identify Priority Segments
Implementing wayfinding on a citywide basis quickly becomes a daunting task. Next steps should focus on
specific segments with the greatest needs. Recommended priorities are shown on the left.

Identify Primary Destinations
Signing all destinations is not feasible and adds to potential confusion for visitors. Primary destinations
(i.e. Historic Downtown) should be prioritized with large signs at key decision points, followed by smaller,
more detailed signs for secondary destinations (i.e. library, post office, parking). This plan provides
initial concepts for sign legends based on stakeholder input. Next steps should include a more detailed
evaluation and decisions by the MPO on specific sign legends.

Prepare Detailed Signing Plans
A critical recommendation of this plan is to reduce sign clutter. This requires preparing detailed plans
for each project area or corridor showing each sign location and legend to determine which signs will be
removed, re-located, or remain. The final product should be bid-ready plans and specifications for actual
signing improvements.

ITD/WSDOT Coordination
ITD and WSDOT are responsible for signing the State and U.S. highway routes in the study area. These
tend to be the priority corridors for wayfinding improvements. ITD and WSDOT will be important partners
in implementing wayfinding improvements. Next steps should include reviewing this plan with ITD and
WSDOT to identify any concerns or objections to the proposed concepts.
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Funding
Wayfinding is closely linked to tourism and economic development. Creative funding
partnerships and grants should be explored that can be used for these activities. These might
include:
h Southwest Washington Economic Development Association (SWEDA) - This
organization provided funding assistance to the Port of Clarkston for recent wayfinding
signage as a way to promote economic development.
h Clearwater Economic Development Association (CEDA) - CEDA performs a similar
function for promotion of economic development in Idaho, and could be a potential
partner for wayfinding improvements in Lewiston.

h Special Improvement Districts (SID) – Special Improvement Districts, as allowed by
state law, can be used to finance improvements in the public right-of-way. Bonds are
sold to finance the cost of the improvements, which are assessed to the adjacent
property owners over a period of 10 to 20 years. Interest rates for the financing are
typically five to six percent. Rates will vary with current market interest rates.
h Tax Increment Financing (TIF) - Tax Increment Financing is a common tool used for
redevelopment of former industrial sites or blighted areas. As redevelopment occurs
and property values increase within a defined district, the incremental tax revenue
generated is returned to the district. This revenue can be used to fund projects or
repay bonds. A TIF district exists in Lewiston. Additional opportunities should be
explored in Clarkston.

h Federal Aid Highway Funding - The Lewis Clark Valley MPO receives federal funding
for several different categories of transportation projects in Idaho and Washington.
A number of these funding sources could be applied to projects included in this plan.
Specific projects should be identified and added to the Transportation Plan.
• Roadway Funding (National Highway System, State Transportation Funds, Urban
Areas)
• Enhancement Funding (walking and bicycling pathways)
• MPO Planning Funds
h Business Improvement Districts (BID) – Business Improvement Districts are property
assessments within a defined district. BIDs are typically used for operation and
maintenance costs, business promotion, events, and beautification. They typically do
not involve bonding and are renewed every five to ten years.
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